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Amendments to the Specification: 




5/^1^' 



The paragraph beginning at Page 1, line 1-3, to be amended as follows: 

CONT I NUAT I ON APPLICATION OF USSN 00/608.022 JUNE 30, 2000 
METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR SUBMITTING BIDS USING CODED FORMS 

Cross Reference to re lated application 

Thic ■ * a Continuation Amplication of US SN 09/608.022. filed June 30, 2000, all of which is 
herein incorporated bv reference. 
FIELD OF INVENTION 

The paragraph beginning at Page 2, line 1-8, to be amended as follows: 
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Amdt. Dated February 18,2005 / / 
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AmendmentstotheCiaims: ~^C^G^f' ^ 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently amended) A method of enabling an auction buyer to submit a bid, the method including the steps of 

providing the auction buyer with a printed paper form containing visible information relating to a bid transaction, 
tn e form and a| so including invisible coded data indicative of at least one parameter of the bid transaction and of a 
plurality of reference points of the form, the coded data identifying a unique location of each of the reference points 
relative to the form wherein the visible information and the invisible coded data are printed substantially 
simultaneously and wherein at the time of printing a computer system associates the type and spatial extent of the 
coded data with the spatial extent of at least some of the visible information : 

receiving, in a computer system, data from a sensing device regarding said at least one parameter and 
regarding movement of the sensing device relative to the form, the sensing device, when moved relative to the form, 
sensing the data regarding said at least one parameter using at least some of the coded data and generating the data 
regarding its own movement relative to the form; and 

interpreting, in the computer system, said movement of the sensing device as it relates to said at least 
one parameter. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the parameter is an action parameter of the bid transaction, the 
method including effecting, in the computer system, an operation in respect of the action parameter. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2 in which the action parameter of the bid transaction is 
selected from the group comprising: 

requesting the subcategories contained in an auction category, requesting the auction listings contained in an 
auction subcategory, searching auction listings, requesting the details of an auction item listing, sending e-mail to the 



seller of an item, requesting a bid history related to an item, requesting a list of leading bidders related to an item, and 
placing a bid. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the parameter is an option parameter of the bid transaction, the 
method including identifying, in the computer system, that the auction buyer has entered a hand-drawn mark by means 
of the sensing device and effecting, in the computer system, an operation associated with the option parameter. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4 in which the option parameter is associated with at least one of: 

requesting the subcategories contained in an auction category, requesting the auction listings 
contained in an auction subcategory, searching auction listings, requesting the details of an auction item listing, sending 
e-mail to the seller of an item, requesting a bid history related to an item, requesting a list of leading bidders related to an 
item, placing a bid, a search results limit, and a search category specification. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the parameter is a text parameter of the bid transaction, the method 
including identifying, in the computer system, that the auction buyer has entered handwritten text data by means of the 
sensing device and effecting, in the computer system, an operation associated with the text parameter. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6 which includes converting, in the computer system, the handwritten text data to 
computer text. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7 in which the text parameter is associated with at least one of: 

a name of the auction buyer, auction item search text, and a bid amount. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the parameter is an authorization parameter of the bid transaction, the 
method including identifying, in the computer system, that the auction buyer has entered a handwritten signature by 
means of the sensing device and effecting, in the computer system, an operation associated with the authorization 
parameter. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9 which includes verifying, in the computer system, that the signature is that of the 
auction buyer. 



11. (Original) The method of claim 10 in which the authorization parameter is associated with authorization of at least 
one of: 

placing a bid, and payment for a successful bid. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the parameter is a picture parameter of the bid transaction, the method 
including identifying, in the computer system, that the auction buyer has entered a hand-drawn picture by means of the 
sensing device and effecting, in the computer system, an operation associated with the picture parameter. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12 in which the picture parameter is associated with a picture of a listed item. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the form contains information relating to at least one of: 

terms of an item auction, a description of an item being listed for auction, categories in which an item can be 
listed, subcategories in which an item can be listed, a number of items in a subcategory, a title of an item listing, and an 
identification number of a listed item. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1 which includes printing the form on demand. 
16-17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Original) The method of claim 1 which includes distributing a plurality of the forms using a mixture of multicast and 
pointcast communications protocols. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the sensing device contains an identification means which imparts a 
unique identity to the sensing device and identifies it as being associated with a particular auction buyer and in which the 
method includes monitoring, in the computer system, said identity. 

20. (Original) The method of claim I which includes providing all required information relating to the bid transaction in the 
form to eliminate the need for a separate display device. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the form is printed on multiple pages and in which the method includes 
binding the pages. 



22. (Currently amended) A system for enabling an auction buyer to submit a bid, the system including: 

a printed paper form containing invisible information relating to a bid transaction, th e form and also including 
invisible coded data indicative of at least one parameter of the bid transaction and of a plurality of reference points of the 
form, the coded data identifying a unique location of each of the reference points relative to the form; and 

a computer system for receiving data from a sensing device regarding said at least one parameter and 
regarding movement of the sensing device relative to the form, and for interpreting said movement of the sensing device 
as it relates to said at least one parameter, the sensing device, when moved relative to the form, sensing the data 
regarding said at least one parameter using at least some of the coded data and generating the data regarding its own 
movement relative to the form , wherein the visible information and the invisible coded data are printed substantially 
simultaneously and w herein at the time of printing the computer system associates the type and spatial extent of 
the coded data with the spatial extent of at least some of the visible information . 

23. (Original) The system of claim 22 in which said at least one parameter of the bid transaction is selected from the 
group comprising an action parameter of the bid transaction, an option parameter of the bid transaction, a text parameter 
of the bid transaction, an authorization parameter of the bid transaction, and a picture parameter of the bid transaction. 

24. (Original) The system of claim 23 in which the action parameter of the bid transaction is selected from the group 
comprising: 

requesting the subcategories contained in an auction category, requesting the auction listings contained 
in an auction subcategory, searching auction listings, requesting the details of an auction item listing, sending e-mail 
to the seller of an item, requesting a bid history related to an item, requesting a list of leading bidders related to an 
item, and placing a bid. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 23 in which the option parameter is associated with at least one of. 

requesting the subcategories contained in an auction category, requesting the auction listings contained in an 
auction subcategory, searching auction listings, requesting the details of an auction item listing, sending e-mail to the 
seller of an item, requesting a bid history related to an item, requesting a list of leading bidders related to an item, placing 
a bid, a search results limit, and a search category specification. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 23 in which the text parameter is associated with at least one of: 

a name of the auction buyer, auction item search text, and a bid amount. 



27. (Original) The system of claim 23 in which the authorization parameter is associated with authorization of at least 
one of: 

placing a bid, and payment for a successful bid. 

28. (Original) The system of claim 23 in which the picture parameter is associated with a picture of a listed item. 

29. (Original) The system of claim 22 in which the sensing device includes a marking nib. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 22 in which the sensing device contains an identification means which imparts a 
unique identity to the sensing device and identifies it as being associated with a particular auction buyer. 

31. (Original) The system of claim 22 in which the form is printed on a surface of a surface-defining means and in which 
the system includes a printer for printing the form on demand. 

32-33. (cancelled) 

34. (Original) The system of claim 32 which includes a database for keeping a retrievable record of each form 
generated, each form being retrievable by using its identity as included in its coded data. 

35. (Original) The system of claim 31 in which, to cater for a form printed on multiple pages, the printer includes a 
binding means for binding the pages. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 4/4/2005 
has been entered. 

2. The applicant's amendment received on 2/17/2005 along with RCE, as noted 
above, is now entered and acknowledged. Claims 1 and 22 have been amended. 
Claims 16-17 and 32-33 have been canceled. 

Since copies of the amendments, for claims as well as for Specification, 
received are not clear, the examiner has prepared clean copies of amendments 
and the same are enclosed for entry. 



Drawings 

3. The drawings filed on 1 01 1 61 2003 are acceptable. 

Examiner's Amendment 

4. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 



Application/Control Number: 10/685,455 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3625 

by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended because claim 34 depends on canceled 
claim 32, which appears to be a typographical error. The application has been amended 
as follows: 

Claim 34. (Currently amended) The system of claim 32- 22 which includes a 
database for keeping a retrievable record of each form generated, each form being 
retrievable by using its identity as included in its coded data. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1 -1 5,1 8-31 , and 34-35 are allowed. Claims 1 and 22 are independent. 
Claims 2-15,18-21 and 23-31 and 34-35 are dependencies of claims 1 and 
22respectively. 

Reasons for Allowance 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 1 and 22 



The prior art of record before 61 301 1 999 [Instant application claims priority to this 
date] neither anticipates nor fairly and reasonably teaches a method and a system of 
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enabling an auction buyer to submit a bid, wherein the steps comprising, inter alia, 
providing the auction buyer with a printed paper form containing visible information 
relating to bid transaction, and also including coded data indicative of at least one 
parameter of the bid transaction and of a plurality of reference points of the form, the 
coded data identifying a unigue location of each of the reference points relative to the 
form, wherein the visible information and the invisible coded data are printed 
simultaneously and wherein at the time of printing a computer system associates the 
type and spatial extant of the coded data with the spatial extent of at least some visible 
information, receiving . in the computer system, data from a sensing device regarding 
said at least one parameter and regarding movement of the sensing device relative 
to the form and interpreting, in the computer system, said movement of the sensing 
device as it relates to said at least one parameter (see claims 1 and 22). 

Claims 2-15.18-21 and 23-31 and 34-35. 

All dependent claims 2-15, 18-21, 23-31, and 34-35 are also allowed for 
reasons as applicable for the independent claims 1 and 22. 

7. Applicant's remarks in the Remarks, see page 9, submitted on 2/17/2005 are 
compelling and commensurate with the original disclosure for allowing the above-cited 
clai ms: " Support for the present amendments is found throughout the specification as originally filed. 
For example, the substantially simultaneous printing of visible inks and invisible infrared inks is found I 
the specification as filed at page 26, lines 6-8, ° This printer simultaneously prints cyan, magenta, 
yellow, black, and infrared inks as well as paper conditioner and ink fixative''. Further, support for the 
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limitation concerning the association in the computer system of the spatial extent of the visible 
information and the inside coded data is found in the specification as filed at page 12, lines 4-11, "The 
netpage 5 consists of graphic data 2 printed using visible ink, and coded data 3 printed as a collection 
of tags 4 using invisible ink. The corresponding page description 5, stored on the netpage network, 
describes the individual elements of the netpage. In particular it describes the type and spatial extent 
(zone) of each interactive element (i.e. text field or button in the example), to allow the netpage system 
to correctly interpret input via the netpage. The submit button 6, for example, has a zone 7 which 
corresponds to the spatial extent of the corresponding graphic 8. " The Applicants assert that the 
rejections of the dependent claims are now moot in light of the above amendments to the independent 
claims. Thus, the Applicants believe that the present application is now in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration and allowance of the application is courteously solicited" 



8. Discussion of most relevant prior art: 

The following references have been identified as most relevant prior art to the 
claimed invention. 

The most closely applicable prior art of record is referred to in the Final action 
mailed on 1/25/2005, that is Wolff et al. (US Patent 6.081 ,261 ), in view of Patterson, Jr. 
et al. (US Patent 5,797,002), in view of Bennet et al. (US Patent 5,051,736) and in view 
of Official notice. However, Wolff et al. (US Patent 6.081 ,261), in view of Patterson, Jr. 
et al. (US Patent 5,797,002), in view of Bennet et al. (US Patent 5,051,736) and in view 
of Official notice fails to render obvious the application's above-mentioned underlined 
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unique features(s) for claims 1-15, 18-31 , and 34-35, see Applicant's arguments, filed 
on 2/17/2005, on page 9, lines 1-10 

Wolff et al. cannot disclose or suggest the above limitation because the spatial extent of the 
coded data of Wolff et al is only obtained through use of position-indicating gyroscope accelerometers. 
Patterson Jr. et al. cannot disclose or suggest the above limitation because the forms of Patterson Jr., et 
al are only electronic forms and are not printed. Bennet et al. cannot disclose or suggest the above 
limitation because the fact that the tablet including various layers (40, 42) of Bennet et al. is physically 
separate from any sheets including is physically separate from any sheets including .. visible information 
means that at the tie of printing visible information there cannot be any association between the spatial 
extent of the coded data on the layers (40,42) and the visible information ". 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

(i) EP 061 9563 A1 to Wright, (see at least Abstract) discloses a modular 
printer that includes a first supply of visible ink and a second supply of invisible ink, and 
a program for printing the value indicia with visible ink and an authentication code with 
invisible ink, but fails to anticipate or render obvious the application's above-mentioned 
underlined unique features(s). 

(ii) . US Patent 5,477, 012 to Sekendur discloses an apparatus and method for 
generating compute data from obtaining and outputting the position and/or movement of 
a moveable element in a data space, in two or three dimensions, such as might be 
used for determining the position and/or movement of a pen on or a paper, (see 
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abstract), but fails to anticipate or render obvious the application's above-mentioned 
underlined unique features(s). 

(iii) US Publication 2002/0020750 A1 to Dymetman et al. teaches position 
indicating invisible coded data that are pre-printed on paper sheets, where the sheets 
are then used by a user to display the data via a local or peripheral device, such as 
display of output from a digital page related to the visible or invisible coded data or 
operation upon information related to that data (see at least paragraphs 0072-0074). 

(iv) Sincerbox, Glenn, " Technology offers new ways to print bad paper; 
[First/All Edition]"; The Plain Dealer; Cleveland; ohio; Feb.23, 1994; pg.7.B; extracted 
on Internet on 7/9/2005 discloses printing patterns on banknotes with infrared ink, that is 
invisible data which glows only when held up to a lightdi but fails to anticipate or render 
obvious the application's above-mentioned underlined unique features(s). 

(v) Moore, Bert; " Old technologies to the fore"; Automatic I.D. News v14n4 
PP:48-49; Apr 1998; extracted from Dialog on 7/10/2005; #0161 1762, Dialog #15 
discloses that OMR, Optical mark recognition Forms are preprinted by specialty printers 
using black for text and bar codes and invisible colors to show the location of the 
answer spaces but fails to anticipate or render obvious the application's above- 
mentioned underlined unique features(s). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Application/Control Number: 10/685,455 
Art Unit: 3625 



Page 8 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh C. Garg whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6756. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F(8:30-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. ^ 
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Primary Examiner 
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